CHAPTEE VI.
The general situation in Mesopotamia in December, 1915—The con-
clusion of the War Committee—British policy after the anticipated
relief of Kut—The first phase in the attempt at relief; the battles of
Sheikh Saad, the Wadi and el Hannah—The second phase; the oper-
ations on the right bank; the battle of the Dujailah—The third phase;
The capture of the Hannch and Fallahiyeh positions; the succession
of the failures at Sannaiyat; Bait Issa; the "Julnar"—The surrender
of Kut—Reflections on the relief operations.
In themselves, the defeat of General Townshend's force
at Ctesiphon and its subsequent assumption of the role of a
passively defensive "strategic detachment" were serious
enough: in addition, they produced an unfavourable reper-
cussion on the general situation in Mesopotamia, because—
always anxious to back the winning side—the tribesmen began
to waver in their allegiance to the British. Not only on
the Tigris did the military situation give cause for anxiety;
elsewhere, on the Euphrates at Nasiriyeh, on the lines of
communication, in the important tribal areas about Shattra
(on the Hai) and around the oilfields there were signs of
unrest; and all the time rumour succeeded rumour that
hostile reinforcements were arriving.
At Home matters were regarded with anxiety, but at first
it was not realised that by standing at Kut, General Nixon
had irrevocably dispersed his forces and that therefore the
strategical situation on the Tigris was definitely compromised.
On the 34th December, the Turks made a heavy attack upon
Kut, an attack in which General Townshend gained identi-
fications of a fresh hostile division, the 5Bnd (from the
Caucasus); the rumoured reinforcements were arriving, The
attack, which was beaten off with very great determination,
cost the Turks so many casualties that they seem to have
decided then and there to abandon an active siege and to
reduce Kut by blockade alone, and on the 26th with this
object in view, they commenced to move more troops down
the river on the left bank to interpose them between General
Townshend and any force coming up to attempt his relief.
Thus Kut became entirely beleaguered, and General Town-
shend, who had at first estimated that he had rations at full

